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The Australian Gas Light Company has granted an extension of time 
to the South Australian gas producers,Delhi Santos,to enable additional 
drilling to be carried out in connection with the proving of reserves 
of natural gas for the Nev South Vales market. 
This ^ is)stated today by the Minister for Mines, the Hon. Val Fife, 
M.L.A. 
Mr. Fife said that the Australian Gas Light Company has advised 
the New South Vales Government and the South Australian Government 
of a recommendation by (E^eGolyer & MacNaughton, a firm of international 
petroleum consultants retained by the Australian Gas Light Company, 
that although substantial reserves have already been established, 
additional drilling should be carried out to confirm that sufficient 
economic reserves are available to deliver the quantities required* 
under the agreement entered into in May of last year between the 
Australian Gas Light Company and the consortium of producers headed 
by Delhi Santos. 
He said that the Australian Gas Light £0. had agreed to grant 
the producers an extension of time of 3 months to carry out the 
further drilling, and JSeGolyer & MacNaughton will advise the A.G.L. 
of the results of the programme. 
Mr. Fife said that the preliminary engineering studies for the 
850 mile pipeline route which has-been conducted by the engineering 
managers, Villiams Bros.-CMPS are continuing,and provided adequate 
reserves of natural gas are proved, the project will proceed as 
previously announced. 
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